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2024 VT Legislative Scorecard

Based on the Principles of the U.S. Constitution

The Legislative Scorecard is a nationwide, nonpartisan educational program of The John Birch Society intended
to inform voters about legislators' voting records. It does not promote any candidate or political party. Bills are

chosen for their constitutional implications and taxpayer costs.

% Constitutional X Unconstitutional ? Did not Vote Vote
1. H158 Regulating Businesses (Overridden 112 to 32 on 1/4/2024). Expands regulations on beverage YES
manufacturing businesses. X
2. H363 Hair Discrimination (Passed 132 to 5 on 1/31/2024). Creates a protected class, expands the state's anti- YES

discrimination laws on “race”, and further divides Americans against each other.

3. H706 Farming Restrictions (Passed 112 to 29 on 3/21/2024). Expands neonicotinoid pesticide regulations for
farmers.

4. S209 Ghost Guns (Passed 110 to 31 on 4/18/2024). Expands regulations on firearms purchases, possession, and
serial numbers.

5. S102 Collective Bargaining (Passed 115 to 26 on 5/7/2024). Would expand collective bargaining to allow outside
organizations to sue employers for cause.

x

6. H887 Education Taxation (Passed 103 to 42 on 6/17/2024). Expands taxation on, and DEI in, public education
and equal opportunity programs.

YES

Scorecard Votes: 17%
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Why do these votes matter?

1. Regulating Businesses

H158 proposed expanding state policy on the beverage container deposit and redemption system, and the creation of a
"producer responsibility organization." Financial aspects include remitting unclaimed deposits to the "Clean Water Fund".

The Vermont House of Representatives overrode H158 on January 4, 2024 by a vote of 112 to 32. We have assigned pluses
to the nays because this expands government by creating regulations that infringe on economic liberties. This legislation
creates more government interference in the economy. Businesses should have the freedom to conduct business without the
government meddling in their affairs by setting costly regulations.

2. Hair Discrimination

H363 expands the state's anti-discrimination laws on “race” to encompass hair type, texture, and hairstyles. This legislation
creates a protected class and specifically protects hairstyles, ensuring individuals cannot be discriminated against in
workplaces or public spaces based on their hair's natural state or cultural expressions through hair.

The Vermont House of Representatives passed H363 on January 31, 2024 by a vote of 132 to 5. We have assigned pluses
to the nays because this legislation expands government regulations on business' ability to freely hire employees.
Establishing unnecessary anti-discrimination laws further divides and pits Americans against each other. We must remain
true to our commitment to equality, and resist government actions that seek to divide us.

3. Farming Restrictions

H706 bans the use of neonicotinoid pesticides, and prohibits outdoor application of neonicotinoids during bloom periods for
specified crops and on ornamental plant. It also mandates the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets to develop best
management practices for neonicotinoids.

The Vermont House of Representatives passed H706 on March 21, 2024 by a vote of 112 to 29. We have assigned pluses to
the nays because it expands government control over agriculture and increasing regulatory oversight on farmers. This
legislation infringes on free-market principles and property rights by forcing growers to comply with government-imposed
standards on their own land rather than allowing market-driven quality control. "Public health" and environmentalism are not
the purpose of government.

4. Ghost Guns

S209, the "Vermont Ghost Guns Act," introduced regulations on unserialized firearms, frames, and receivers. It enacted new
laws to prohibit the possession, transfer, or manufacture of firearms, frames, or receivers without a serial number.
Additionally, it extended a mandatory 72-hour waiting period for firearm transfers and prohibited firearms at polling places.

The Vermont House of Representatives passed S209 on April 18, 2024 by a vote of 110 to 31. We have assigned pluses to
the nays because the fundamental right of the American people to keep and bear arms is protected by the U.S. Constitution,
particularly in the 2nd, 9th, and 10th Amendments, and should not be infringed. The Constitution does not limit citizens from
manufacturing a firearm.

5. Collective Bargaining

S102 expands the definition of collective bargaining to allow outside and distinct organizations to sue employers for cause.
The House passed S102 on May 7, 2024 by a vote of 115 to 26. We have assigned pluses to the nays because collective
bargaining interferes with individual liberties, and compelling individuals to negotiate collectively infringes upon their right to
freely associate or negotiate on an individual basis.

6. Education Taxation

H887 creates “the Commission on the Future of Public Education in Vermont”, which is tasked with ensuring “equitable
educational opportunities”. This legislation also raises property-tax rates for 2025, and also introduces a new 3% surcharge
on short-term rentals, with the revenue going into the Education Fund.

The Vermont House of Representatives passed H887 on June 17, 2024 by a vote of 103 to 42. We have assigned pluses to
the nays because this legislation raises taxes, expands government involvement in education, and imposes DEI ideology in
schools. We encourage all parents to get their children out of the government school system and instead pursue sound
alternatives such as homeschooling and patriotic private schools, where government funds are not involved.



